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Symbiosis Centre for Distance Learning (SCDL), Pune, is
one of India's largest autonomous distance learning edu-
cational institutions. In this day and age, distance learning
looks beyond traditional reference books and course-end
assessments. Online and Distance Learning (ODL) is the
need of the hour in a young country such as India, as it
makes higher education available to aspiring youth as
well as mature learners, and reaches out to the
unreached in the remotest corners of this vast nation. It is
one of the best modes of increasing the GER in higher
education at almost one-fifth the cost. ODL institutions are
in a sense great contributors to the national cause of
making available higher education to the physically,
socially, and financially challenged youth of our country.

Technology is a game-changer as it has brought about a paradigm shift in the teaching-learning and
evaluation pedagogies and facilitated this process. However, publications by Indian researchers on
online and distance learning are almost non-existent. Therefore, Symbiosis Centre for Distance
Learning, Pune, plans to provide a platform to researchers and academicians in the form of a
research journal on ODL.

Although distance education is considered one of the most crucial options available to us to improve
the status of higher education, there are some critical quality-related issues that need to be
addressed. To contribute towards this, SCDL launched Symbiosis International Research Journal on
Online & Distance Learning (SIRJODL) in 2016. The SIRJODL has continuously provided opportuni-
ties for researchers and academicians to publish their research work and we at SCDL provide
access to our larger audience.

SIRJODL is a peer-reviewed, international, bi-annual e-journal. This scholarly e-journal publishes
refereed articles focusing on the issues and challenges of providing theory, research, and informa-
tion services regarding all forms and methods of distance and online education or open learning
applications. SIRJODL particularly attempts to meet the continuing education needs of practitioners,
educators, teachers, and policymakers by providing a forum for the discussion of extended learning
strategies, policies and practices, and trends in ODL learning strategies including learning technolo-
gies as they all impact the field of online and distance education.

SIRJODL encourages and invites articles that may be theoretical, philosophical, and/or empirical
analyses of distance education/open learning/online education/blended learning/ and teaching
issues, in the form of case studies, research studies, research articles/notes, and general interest
reports. Book reviews and literature reviews are also welcome.
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