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Pane: The coundry bas a huge
potentiad for skill developiment
and the nead of' the howe 1s o
{rin young manpowe); said
chief” mintster Devondea
navis at the foundation laying
ceremony of the Symblosis
Skills and Open University he
reon [eiday
The new university in Ki
witle, near Pune s sproad over
Hacres, [ will offer degree, di
ploma ared cortificate courses
in sectors such ns automohile,
construction, manufacturing,
Jopeistics, retall, banking, 'l be-
auly and  wellness, among
others,
The university will start
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CM looks at skilled hands making global impact

oporations om the 2016 acade-
mie yoar and will enoll aro
und 10,000 students overy yoa
The univorsity will also fnel
de on s promises o eontre tor
oxcollones, lahs, simulation
software and {ralning works:
hops. _
Icdnavis added that whils

he sadd, “Che country will ho
able to enjoy this demographt
enl advantage i the year
D85, hevaweledexd,

Mindster for highor and
technieal  edueation  Vinod
Tawde, prdian minlster Gi
rish Bapad, formerminisierfor
higher and fochnienl eduea

Rajosh

the  populntion “Ewaamimmeie e g e o on
in devolopad cor SVMBHGS!S SKILLS Tope, nnd mi

unfries ia o

OPEN UNIVERSITY

yorol Plmpr)

wing old, India
bas 50% of the poptdation be-
low (he age of 25, "This provi-
des a greal opportunity for uy
{0 establish a global footprind,
a8 by 2020, the average age of a
eitlzen In Kastern Kuropo wo-
uld he 44, Western Europo 41,
Japan 48, USA 37 and China 9,

Chinchwad
Munleipal Corpmation
(PCMC) Shakunialn Darade
WOre present,

Hadnavis added that if’ they
falled o glvoemployment to 60
erore youths, who were ready
lowork foralivelihood, it could
hoademographlc dispster

“Thero arve many actlbang
working rom raral meeas In
Mahaashivan, bt i thoy coudd
ho piven skl cortificatos, thoy
can eien plobal recopnltion
and tap thenurkol throwgh he
Internet,” sald Tawde, while
speallognt theovent,

Bapad sndd (hat the sl
such unlvorsity was a0 peenl
stop, many moreshon ld hoopwe
ned neross hidla,

Swatl Mugumedar, prinelpal
director, Symblosis Open Kdu
catlon Soclety, suld, “Memo-
randa of understanding have
boen slgned with more than 15
companiessuch as HDEC, Reli-
ance Capltal, Fature Group,
L&T and MAAN Trucks,”

Thesoclety has Invested Re

200 crove In the projeet, sheaud
ded, The SEHE o Open i
veralty ad IKhwitleow i slso Diove
ottty collepend inva
et ionad and cmployment g
dimee cotll which will olfer ol
dineo and Tivolthooml voladed
courses for loeal farmers, wo
o and  school  dropouts,
Symiblosin In also sol g up a
Skl Davelopiment Universily
inIndore, Madhya Pradesh,

Itndnavia ndso nongorsted
a web portal edutowrism.eom,
which will provide informa
tion to students planmingto eo
me to the city for education,
such ag aceommodation, uni-
versitles and colloges present,
foodd  and  trangportation
among othoers,
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Skill development need
of the hour: Fadnavis

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
PUNE, NOVEMBER 27
STRESSING THE importance of
skill development, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said if the country
failed to capitalise on the oppor-
tunities provided by its demo-
graphic advantage, the same can
turn into a “demographic disas-
ter”.

Fadnavis was speaking at an
event on the city’s outskirts
where he laid the foundation
stone of a proposed *Skills and
Open University’ by Symbiosis.
Also present at the occasion
were Technical and Higher
Education Minister Vindo
Tawade, Food Supply Minister
and Pune’s Guardian Minister
Girish Bapat, former cabinet
minister Rajesh Tope and S B
Mujumdar, President,
Symbiosis.

Fadnavis said that skill devel-
opment was the need of the
hour and it held special signifi-
cance in the Indian context asthe
country is going through a
favourable demographic phase.

“Today, 50 per cent of the
population is below 25 years of
age. In 2020, when the average
age of a citizen wauld be 29
years, in Japan it would be 48, in
Eastern Europe 44, for Western
Europe 41, in China 49 and for
USA37. This means that all the
developed countries in the
world are growing old. However,
the need of skilled human re-

Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis at Symbiosis Open

Education Society. Express Photo
sourcesis goingto keepgrowing.  mographic disaster. There are 60
This is a golden opportunity for  to70crore whowant

us. If we could fulfill this need of
the world, there will be no stop-
ping us from becoming a super-
power,” said Fadnavis.

Fadnavis pointed out that the
country will enjoy the demo-
graphic advantage till 2035, af-
ter which the dividend will in-
cline towards the African
countries. “On one hand, it’s an
opportunity,onthe otherit'salso
a challenge. The demographic
dividend if not taken care of
properly could also become ade-

to earn their livelihood. They
want work. If we failed to give
them employment, the situation
will take a disastrous turn,” said

JFadnavis.

Tawade stressed upon the
need of giving esteem to the
skill-based professions and
craftsmanship. He said tradi-
tional craftsmen should be pro-
vided with certifications with
which they can compete in the
global market opened to them
by the internet.
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