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Symbiosis Centre for Distance Learning (SCDL), Pune, is
one of India's largest autonomous distance learning
educational institutions. In this day and age, distance
learning looks beyond traditional reference books and
course-end assessments. Online and Distance Learning
(ODL) is the need of the hour in a young country such as
India, as it makes higher education available to aspiring
youth as well as mature learners, and reaches out to the
unreached in the remotest corners of this vast nation. It is
one of the best modes of increasing the GER in higher
education at almost one-fifth the cost. ODL institutions are
in a sense great contributors to the national cause of
making available higher education to the physically,
socially, and financially challenged youth of our country.

Technology is a game-changer as it has brought about a paradigm shift in the teaching-learning and
evaluation pedagogies and facilitated this process. However, publications by Indian researchers on
online and distance learning are almost non-existent. Therefore, Symbiosis Centre for Distance
Learning, Pune, plans to provide a platform to researchers and academicians in the form of a
research journal on ODL.

Although distance education is considered one of the most crucial options available to us to improve
the status of higher education, there are some critical quality-related issues that need to be
addressed. To contribute towards this, SCDL launched Symbiosis International Research Journal on
Online & Distance Learning (SIRJODL) in 2016. The SIRJODL has continuously provided opportuni-
ties for researchers and academicians to publish their research work and we at SCDL provide
access to our larger audience.

SIRJODL is a peer-reviewed, international, bi-annual e-journal. This scholarly e-journal publishes
refereed articles focusing on the issues and challenges of providing theory, research, and informa-
tion services regarding all forms and methods of distance and online education or open learning
applications. SIRJODL particularly attempts to meet the continuing education needs of practitioners,
educators, teachers, and policymakers by providing a forum for the discussion of extended learning
strategies, policies and practices, and trends in ODL learning strategies including learning technolo-
gies as they all impact the field of online and distance education.

SIRJODL encourages and invites articles that may be theoretical, philosophical, and/or empirical
analyses of distance education/open learning/online education/blended learning/ and teaching
issues, in the form of case studies, research studies, research articles/notes, and general interest
reports. Book reviews and literature reviews are also welcome.



SIRJODL: VOLUME 6 ISSUE 1 JANUARY 2024
ISSN 2582-9009

PATRON

Dr. Swati Mujumdar

Principal Director, Symbiosis Open Education Society,

1065 B, Symbiosis Bhavan, Gokhale Cross Road, Model Colony,
Pune - 411016, Maharashtra, INDIA

Editorial Board Members

Prof. Madhulika Kaushik

Pro Vice Chancellor

Usha Martin University

At Village Narayansoso, Angara
Ranchi, Jharkhand, INDIA

Dr. Kaviraj Sharma Sukon
Director General

Open University of Mauritius
Reduit, MAURITIUS

Dr. Shashikala Gurpur
Director

Symbiosis Law School
Pune, Maharashtra, INDIA

Dr. Charles Misiko Wafula

Lecturer

Open, Distance, and e-Learning Campus
University of Nairobi

Nairobi, KENIA

Dr. Amarendra Pani

Joint Director & Director (i/c)
Research Division

Association of Indian Universities
New Delhi, INDIA

Prof. Som Naidu

Principal Associate

(Technology, Education and Design Associates)
Former Pro Vice Chancellor and Director
Centre for Flexible Learning

University of the South Pacific,FIJI

Prof. Shironica P. Karunanayaka

Senior Professor in Educational Technology
Faculty of Education

The Open University of Sri Lanka

Nawala, Nugegoda, SRI LANKA

Prof. Venkaiah Vunnam

Former Vice Chancellor

Krishna University

Machilipatnam, Andhra Pradesh, INDIA

Prof. Mostafa Azad Kamal

Treasurer & Dean

School of Business, Bangladesh Open
University (BOU) Gazipur, Dhaka,
BANGLADESH

Dr. Manoj Kumar Dash

Sr. Regional Director

Regional Centre Angul & Regional Evaluation
Centre, Indira Gandhi National Open University
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, INDIA

Prof. Dr. Andy Liew Teik Kooi
Deputy Vice Chancellor

HELP University

Kuala Lumpur, MALAYSIA

Major Sonali Kadam

Director

Symbiosis Centre for Distance Learning
1065 B, Symbiosis Bhavan,

Gokhale Cross Road, Model Colony
Pune, Maharashtra, INDIA



SIRJODL.: Volume 6 Issue 1 January 2024
ISSN 2582-9009

Table of Contents

A Study on Student Engagement during Online Learning at Higher
Education Level 1

Dr. Prachi Agarwal, Dr. Neha Kurhade

The Impact of Online Learning on Academic Achievement 21

Ms. Alka Kumari, Ms. Divya Paikaray, Dr. Arvind Kumar Pandey

Development of an Iterative Model for Factors Influencing Online
Learning (OL) and Open & Distance Learning (ODL) 37

Dr. Prashant Ubarhande, Ms. Sonali Bagade

Pedagogical Approaches in Online and Distance Learning 51

Ms. Divya Paikaray, Ms. Alka Kumari, Dr. Arvind Kumar Pandey

Online Education: Obstacles and Solutions for Teachers and Students 65

Ms. Shraddha Shinde

Bridging the Digital Gap: Strategies for Addressing the Digital Divide in
Teaching Geography through Open and Distance Learning Mode 80

Ms. Sanchari Sengupta

Effectiveness of Self-Learning Materials in Online and Distance
Learning Courses 9

Mr. Bharat Aher, Mr. Yogesh Bhosle




SIRJODL: VOLUME 6 ISSUE 1 JANUARY 2024
ISSN 2582-9009

Copyright © 2016 - Symbiosis International Research Journal on Online and
Distance Learning (SIRJODL)

All rights reserved. No part of SIRJODL’s articles may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by
any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information
storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher.

Contact Address:

SIRJODL

Symbiosis Centre for Distance Learning (SCDL)
1065 B, Gokhale Cross Road, Model Colony,

Pune - 411016, Maharashtra, INDIA.

Email: researchjournal@scdl.net

Published in INDIA



SIRJODL: VOLUME 6 ISSUE 1JANUARY 2024
ISSN 2582-9009

Contact Us:

Editor
Symbiosis International Research Journal on Online & Distance Learning (SIRJODL)

Symbiosis Centre for Distance Learning (SCDL) 1065 B, Gokhale Cross Road, Model Colony,
Pune - 411016, Maharashtra, India.

Website: www.scdl.net




